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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 1677 

FROM MEPC DEL 

3.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, US, SY 

SUB J : CURRENT VIEWS OF USSR MIDDLE EAST DELEGATION 
REF: GENEVA 1071 

1. DURING MARCH 14 CALL BY DELOFF ON ZHUKOV OF SOVIET MEPC 
DEL, ZHUKOV VOLUNTEERED COMMENT THAT ISRAELI FEARS ABOUT 
POSSIBLE SYRIAN MILITARY USE OF GOLAN HEIGHTS IF ISRAEL RETURNED 
THIS TERRITORY TO SYRIA WERE "UNDERSTANDABLE.'' BUT ISRAELIS 
SHOULD APPRECIATE THAT SARG WAS NOW PREPARED TO HAVE AREA 
DEMILITARIZED UNDER UN INSPECTION AND TO AGREE TO UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL GUARANTEE OF INVIOLABILITY OF SYRIAN-ISRAELI BORDER, WHICH 
"SHOULD BE STRONG ENOUGH SECURITY ASSURANCE FOR ANYONE." 

ZHUKOV STATED THAT SYRIA WAS NOW READY TO SEEK PRACTICAL 
SOLUTIONS, BUT ISRAELIS WERE DEEPLY SUSPICIOUS AND UNCOMPRO- 
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MISING. ZHUKOV ADDED OPINION THAT ISRAELI PERCEPTIONS OF 
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SYRIA WERE OUTDATED; FOR EXAMPLE, UNLIKE SITUATION IN 1967, 

THERE WERE NO ACTS OF "HOOLIGANISM" AGAINST SYRIAN JEWISH 
COMMUNITY DURING OCTOBER WAR. 

2. ZHUKOV SAID HE DID NOT THINK THERE WOULD BE ANY MIDDLE 
EAST CONFERENCE ACTIVITY IN GENEVA FOR MANY WEEKS AND MAYBE 
FOR FORESEEABLE FUTURE. ALTHOUGH AMB VINOGRADOV 
WOULD REMAIN HERE, VINOGRADOV HAD JUST SENT HIS WIFE BACK 
TO MOSCOW, AND ZHUKOV HIMSELF EXPECTED NEXT WEEK, FOR FIRST 
TIME SINCE CONFERENCE OPENING IN DECEMBER, TO BE AUTHORIZED 
TO RETURN TO MOSCOW TO SEE HIS FAMILY FOR A FEW DAYS. DALE 
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